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rclagett@williamsmullen.com 
 
Exempt from Review – Acquisition of Facility 
Record #: See Attachment A  
Date of Request: November 30, 2023 
Facility Name: See Attachment A 
Type of Facility: Nursing Home 
FID #: See Attachment A 
Acquisition by: See Attachment A 
Business #: See Attachment A 
County: See Attachment A 
 
Dear Mr. Clagett: 
 
The Healthcare Planning and Certificate of Need Section, Division of Health Service Regulation (Agency) 
determined that the project described above is exempt from certificate of need (CON) review in accordance with 
G.S. 131E-184(a)(8).  Therefore, the above referenced business may proceed to acquire the health service facilities 
identified above and change the operators without first obtaining a CON.  The Agency’s determination is limited to 
the question of whether the above referenced business would have to obtain a CON if the current owners of the 
health service facility do in fact sell it to the business listed above.  Note that pursuant to G.S. 131E-181(b): “A 
recipient of a certificate of need, or any person who may subsequently acquire, in any manner whatsoever permitted 
by law, the service for which that certificate of need was issued, is required to materially comply with the 
representations made in its application for that certificate of need.” 
 
If the business listed above does acquire the facility, you should contact the Agency’s Nursing Home Licensure and 
Certification Section to obtain instructions for changing ownership of the existing facility.   
 
It should be noted that this Agency's position is based solely on the facts represented by you and that any change in 
facts as represented would require further consideration by this Agency and a separate determination regarding 
whether a certificate of need would be required.  If you have any questions concerning this matter, please feel free to 
contact this office. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Ena Lightbourne, Project Analyst 
 

 
Micheala Mitchell, Chief 
 
cc: Nursing Home Licensure and Certification Section, DHSR 
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Attachment A 
Record 

# Facility FID# County Acquisition 
By: 

Business 
# New Operator 

4328 
Elevate Health 

and 
Rehabilitation 

923265 Buncombe 
Carolina Pines 

at Asheville 
LLC 

3767 
Asheville 

Victoria NC 
Opco LLC 

4329 
Bear Mountain 

Health and 
Rehabilitation 

922979 Buncombe 
Accordius 
Health at 

Asheville LLC 
3768 

Asheville 
Beaverdam NC 

Opco LLC 

4330 

Swannanoa 
Valley Health 

and 
Rehabilitation 

952947 Buncombe Pelican Health 
Asheville LLC 3769 

Asheville US 
Seventy NC 
Opco LLC 

4331 
Orchard Valley 

Health and 
Rehabilitation 

923245 Henderson 

Accordius 
Health at 

Hendersonville 
LLC 

3040 Hendersonville 
NC Opco LLC 

4332 
Hilltop Health 

and 
Rehabilitation 

923556 Rutherford 

Accordius 
Health at 

Rutherford 
LLC 

3770 Rutherfordton 
NC Opco LLC 

4333 
Sapphire Ridge 

Health and 
Rehabilitation 

922995 Transylvania 
Accordius 
Health at 

Brevard LLC 

 
3771 

Brevard NC 
Opco LLC 

 



From: Clagett, Richard
To: Lightbourne, Ena
Cc: Nicholson, Ann
Subject: RE: [External] RE: Change of Ownership Exemption Request
Date: Tuesday, December 26, 2023 2:33:33 PM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the
Report Message button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab.

Ena,
 
Apologies for the last second revisions. After initially submitting our license application with the
same operator names included in our email to you on 12/1/2023, we were informed by our client
that the name of the operators should be updated. We provided this update to the licensure section.
 
Would it be possible to update your office’s exemption letter to reflect the correct operator names,
post-closing (listed below in bold)? This transaction is set to close 12/28/2023. Thank you for your
assistance and sorry again for the short notice.
 
Best,
Richard
 

Asheville Victoria NC Opco LLC
Facility: Elevate Health and Rehabilitation

Asheville Beaverdam NC Opco LLC
Facility: Bear Mountain Health and Rehabilitation

Asheville US Seventy NC Opco LLC
Facility: Swannanoa Valley Health and Rehabilitation

Hendersonville NC Opco LLC
Facility: Orchard Valley Health and Rehabilitation

Rutherfordton NC Opco LLC
Facility: Hilltop Health and Rehabilitation

Brevard NC Opco LLC
Facility: Sapphire Ridge Health and Rehabilitation

 

From: Lightbourne, Ena <ena.lightbourne@dhhs.nc.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, December 21, 2023 12:32 PM
To: Clagett, Richard <rclagett@williamsmullen.com>
Cc: Nicholson, Ann <anicholson@williamsmullen.com>
Subject: RE: [External] RE: Change of Ownership Exemption Request
 
No problem, thank you!
 
Ena Lightbourne
Certificate of Need, Project Analyst
Division of Health Service Regulation, Healthcare Planning and Certificate of Need Section (Currently,

mailto:rclagett@williamsmullen.com
mailto:ena.lightbourne@dhhs.nc.gov
mailto:anicholson@williamsmullen.com
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www2.ncdhhs.gov_dhsr_&d=DwMFAg&c=Ey4eW6FyjuP3VQxHFMnsZcjQYJ1SR4w9HsYx4wFXyJk&r=sHg6yYJQm428NqUR5kqCrG_Yi0QuSjC97Q5wP28Yj5E&m=QvlPzNphE5WoNyaPpk40xHlIVDwv_dN6tQNIj4nR5Yc4HP_tiEL1y1jUVrGoktyq&s=nmKkm-YSNBDEhb1_zKWrL3StoRrcy6QaBtOUS1cnmaA&e=


I am in the office on Thursdays and Fridays.  For the rest of the week, I can be reached by email.)
NC Department of Health and Human Services 
Office: 919-855-4610
Ena.lightbourne@dhhs.nc.gov
809 Ruggles Drive, Edgerton Building
2704 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-2704
Twitter | Facebook | YouTube | LinkedIn
 
 

Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law
and may be disclosed to third parties by an authorized State official. Unauthorized disclosure of
juvenile, health, legally privileged, or otherwise confidential information, including confidential
information relating to an ongoing State procurement effort, is prohibited by law. If you have
received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete all records of this email.
 

From: Clagett, Richard <rclagett@williamsmullen.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 21, 2023 12:30 PM
To: Lightbourne, Ena <ena.lightbourne@dhhs.nc.gov>
Cc: Nicholson, Ann <anicholson@williamsmullen.com>
Subject: RE: [External] RE: Change of Ownership Exemption Request
 
CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the
Report Message button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab.

 
Apologies, I understand we have already received the relevant exemption letters. Please disregard
the below. We appreciate your help.
 
Richard
 

From: Clagett, Richard 
Sent: Thursday, December 21, 2023 12:28 PM
To: Lightbourne, Ena <ena.lightbourne@dhhs.nc.gov>
Cc: Nicholson, Ann <anicholson@williamsmullen.com>
Subject: RE: [External] RE: Change of Ownership Exemption Request
 
Ena,
 
The parties would like to close on these facilities 12/28/2023.
 
I spoke with Shonda Kelly, in the Licensure Section, this morning. Shonda said that her office could
accommodate a 12/28 closing. Would it be possible for your office to issue CON exemption letter
before 12/28? Thank you.
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Richard
 

From: Nicholson, Ann <anicholson@williamsmullen.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 21, 2023 12:11 PM
To: Lightbourne, Ena <ena.lightbourne@dhhs.nc.gov>
Cc: Clagett, Richard <rclagett@williamsmullen.com>
Subject: RE: [External] RE: Change of Ownership Exemption Request
 
Hi Ena,
 
I am following up regarding the CHOW exemption request submitted to the Agency for the following
facilities (as mentioned in our prior emails):
 

Carolina Pines at Asheville LLC
Facility: Elevate Health and Rehabilitation

Accordius Health at Asheville LLC
Bear Mountain Health and Rehabilitation

Pelican Health Asheville, LLC
Facility: Swannanoa Valley Health and Rehabilitation

Accordius Health at Hendersonville LLC
Facility: Orchard Valley Health and Rehabilitation

Accordius Health at Rutherford LLC
Facility: Hilltop Health and Rehabilitation

Accordius Health at Brevard LLC
Facility: Sapphire Ridge Health and Rehabilitation

 
Do you have any updates or guestimate of the timing for when we will receive these CON exemption
letters?
 
Many thanks,
 
Ann
 

From: Lightbourne, Ena <ena.lightbourne@dhhs.nc.gov> 
Sent: Friday, December 1, 2023 9:55 AM
To: Nicholson, Ann <anicholson@williamsmullen.com>
Subject: RE: [External] RE: Change of Ownership Exemption Request
 
Great!  Thank you Ann.
 
Ena Lightbourne
Certificate of Need, Project Analyst
Division of Health Service Regulation, Healthcare Planning and Certificate of Need Section (Currently,
I am in the office on Thursdays and Fridays.  For the rest of the week, I can be reached by email.)
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NC Department of Health and Human Services 
Office: 919-855-4610
Ena.lightbourne@dhhs.nc.gov
809 Ruggles Drive, Edgerton Building
2704 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-2704
Twitter | Facebook | YouTube | LinkedIn
 
 

Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law
and may be disclosed to third parties by an authorized State official. Unauthorized disclosure of
juvenile, health, legally privileged, or otherwise confidential information, including confidential
information relating to an ongoing State procurement effort, is prohibited by law. If you have
received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete all records of this email.
 

From: Nicholson, Ann <anicholson@williamsmullen.com> 
Sent: Friday, December 1, 2023 9:52 AM
To: Lightbourne, Ena <ena.lightbourne@dhhs.nc.gov>
Subject: [External] RE: Change of Ownership Exemption Request
 
CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the
Report Message button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab.

 
Hi Ena,
 
The business entities that are acquiring each facility are:
 

Carolina Pines at Asheville LLC
Facility: Elevate Health and Rehabilitation

Accordius Health at Asheville LLC
Bear Mountain Health and Rehabilitation

Pelican Health Asheville, LLC
Facility: Swannanoa Valley Health and Rehabilitation

Accordius Health at Hendersonville LLC
Facility: Orchard Valley Health and Rehabilitation

Accordius Health at Rutherford LLC
Facility: Hilltop Health and Rehabilitation

Accordius Health at Brevard LLC
Facility: Sapphire Ridge Health and Rehabilitation

 
Thanks so much. Let me know if you need anything else.
 
Best,
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Ann
 

From: Lightbourne, Ena <ena.lightbourne@dhhs.nc.gov> 
Sent: Friday, December 1, 2023 9:31 AM
To: Nicholson, Ann <anicholson@williamsmullen.com>
Subject: Change of Ownership Exemption Request
 
Hi Ms. Nicholson,
 
This is regarding the CHOW of six facilities  exemption request submitted to the Agency.  Can you
provide the name of the business entity(s) that will acquire the facility?
 
Thanks.
 
Ena,
 
Ena Lightbourne
Certificate of Need, Project Analyst
Division of Health Service Regulation, Healthcare Planning and Certificate of Need Section (Currently,
I am in the office on Thursdays and Fridays.  For the rest of the week, I can be reached by email.)
NC Department of Health and Human Services 
Office: 919-855-4610
Ena.lightbourne@dhhs.nc.gov
809 Ruggles Drive, Edgerton Building
2704 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-2704
Twitter | Facebook | YouTube | LinkedIn
 
 

Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law
and may be disclosed to third parties by an authorized State official. Unauthorized disclosure of
juvenile, health, legally privileged, or otherwise confidential information, including confidential
information relating to an ongoing State procurement effort, is prohibited by law. If you have
received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete all records of this email.
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